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Michael Van Valkenburgh

Michael’s lifelong dedication to the medium of  landscape and its robust 
material expression is evident in MVVA’s diverse body of  work, including 
gardens, museums, parks of  all sizes, campuses, and urban design. 
Regardless of  size, he strives to bring out the potential for every project to 
move people and make the world a better place.

As head of  one of  the country’s leading landscape architecture firms, 
Michael promotes collaboration, creativity, and the individual talents of  his 
staff  through his inclusive working style. Michael provides senior 
leadership on a wide range of  projects, in both the New York and 
Cambridge offices. Recent examples include the ongoing completion of  
Brooklyn Bridge Park, the bold realignment and urban transformation of  
Toronto’s Don River, and the intimate Monk’s Garden at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston. Michael continues to lead MVVA’s 
oversight of  all landscape projects on the Princeton University campus, and 
he is also heading up the design of  a waterfront park to honor Martin 
Richard, the youngest victim of  the Boston Marathon bombing in 2013.

In Houston, MVVA has been working on the campus of  the Menil 
Collection, and master plans for both Hermann Park and the East Sector 
of  Buffalo Bayou.

As the Charles Eliot Professor in Practice of  Landscape Architecture at 
Harvard’s Graduate School of  Design, Michael has influenced countless 
students and academic colleagues over the years. Michael earned a Bachelor 
of  Science in Landscape Architecture from Cornell University’s College of  
Agriculture and a Master of  Fine Arts in Landscape Architecture from the 
University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is a registered landscape 
architect in more than 25 states and in Canada, and is a Fellow of  the 
American Academy in Rome as well as the American Society of  Landscape 
Architects.

Michael was honored with the Smithsonian Institution’s Cooper Hewitt 
National Design Award in Environmental Design in 2003. In 2010, 
MVVA’s design for Brooklyn Bridge Park was awarded the prestigious 
Brendan Gill Prize from the Municipal Art Society of  New York, 
presented to the work of  art in a given year that best captures the spirit and 
energy of  New York City. Michael was also the recipient of  the 2010 
Arnold W. Brunner Memorial Prize in Architecture from the American 
Academy of  Arts and Letters for contributions to the practice of  
architecture as an art. In 2011, Michael received the ASLA Design Medal.

Nancy Stallworth Thomas

Nancy’s vision, dedication, and leadership in the fields of  horticulture, civic 
improvement, and preservation have been recognized and respected both 
locally and nationally.

Through The Garden Club of  Houston, Nancy’s love of  gardening came 
to fruition.  As a long-time buyer of  plants for the annual Bulb and Plant 
Mart, Nancy remains dedicated to the Plants that Merit Attention booth.  
She was President of  the Club, as well as having held many leadership 
positions.  In 1997, Nancy was given the Garden Club of  America Medal 
of  Merit, in 2002, she received the GCA Club Horticulture Award, and in 
2017, she received the GCA Club Appreciation Award.  As a GCA 
Horticulture Judge, Nancy has mentored many new judges and growers.

Through her leadership and by example, Nancy has worked tirelessly to 
make our community, state, and nation a more beautiful place.  She served 
as President of  the Garden Club of  America (1991-93), from which she 
has received its highest accolade – the Achievement Medal (2005).  At the 
GCA regional zone level, she received the Zone IX Creative Leadership 
Award (1993), Horticulture Award (1999), and Mentoring Award (2011).  
She was a Board Member and First Vice President of  the American 
Horticultural Society, receiving its 2001 Meritorious Service Award.  Other 
national level commitments include the Boards of  the Garden 
Conservancy and the Center for Plant Conservation.  Nancy also admirably 
served for three terms as President of  the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center Board.

Many local organizations have benefitted from Nancy’s efforts: The 
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center, Sheltering Arms, Houston Child 
Guidance Center, and the Houston Clean City Commission.  She was the 
first woman appointed to the Board of  Trustees of  The Kinkaid School, 
and she received Kinkaid’s Distinguished Honorary Alumna Award in 
2009.  Nancy is active at Christ Church Cathedral through the Altar Guild.  
She currently serves as a member of  the Peckerwood Garden Conservation 
Foundation.

Nancy is extremely proud to have been the founding President of  the 
Houston Botanic Garden and she continues her commitment by serving 
on the Executive Committee as Chairman Emerita and Chairman of  the 
Horticulture Planning Committee.  It is through her dream, inspiration, and 
influence, that the Houston Botanic Garden is finally becoming a reality – a 
true legacy gift to our community. 


