
Wow, that was cold! – Meg Tapp 
  
If you are wondering what to do now, in your garden, here goes. 
  
Wait – You may want to get out there with scissors, snippers, loppers, shears, or 
whatever to take out your frustrations, but wait.  The parts of our plants that are brown 
and dry (even crispy!) do serve a purpose.  They gave one for the team and got burned 
and died to protect the main part of the plant.  Let them finish their mission for a couple 
of more weeks.  In March, you can whack away.  When you do start cutting back the 
brown, dead branches, go slowly.  Keep cutting back until you notice that what you are 
cutting is actually alive.  You will know because it won’t just break off easily and it will 
have some green showing at the cut.  This is for small trees, vines, bushes, and 
shrubs.  For ferns, you will cut back and wait to see if any new bright green growth to 
comes back later in March or early April.  For plants like vegetables, amaryllis, palm, 
and crinum that may be mushy, you can get rid of that now.  Cut the mushy part off and 
throw it away.   
  
Water – Your plants fought hard to stay alive.  They need a drink; give it to them. 
  
Look -  Take notice of what survived and still looks decent; hopefully in your garden but 
maybe in a neighbors.  You might want to plant that in your own garden.   
  
Feed – Use Fish Emulsion, Seaweed, Humic Acid – Really anything that is organic that 
is a liquid.  Mix with water in a watering can and water your plants when you cut them 
back.  MicroLife is a Houston based company that makes all sorts of organic 
fertilizers.  You can get that brand at Buchanan’s in the Heights, Southwest Fertilizer in 
Bellaire, Berings, and Wabash. 
  
Remember – What was bugging you about your garden before this freeze?  Maybe a 
plant or two were in the wrong spot.  Maybe they were getting too big or not thriving 
because of their sun exposure.  Spring is the time to make your garden new again.  It is 
easier to cut back plants that had gotten too leggy or tall since the foliage is brown and 
thinned out.  You can really get in there and see what needs to be shaped. 
  
Plant – Get some color in your garden now; it’ll make you feel better and planting some 
native flowering plants will help the bees.  If you planted your tomatoes before the 
freeze, they did not survive.  Now is the time to plant those again. 
  
Ask – If you have questions about what to do, GCH is here to help!  You can send in 
your question to Admin@gchouston.org and we will get answers for you. 
  
 


